
 

 

March 13, 2023 
 
Via FedEx and Email 
 
T-Mobile USA, Inc. 
12920 SE 38th Street 
Bellevue, WA 98006 
Attn: Lease Compliance/SD06680D 
PropertyManagement@T-Mobile.com 
 

Re: NOTICE OF SUSPENDED PERFORMANCE 
Your Site No. SD06680D 

  
Dear Sir or Madam: 
 
 We the San Diego Rock Church (the “Rock Church and Academy”), entered into this Site Lease 
Agreement on April 12, 2022, regarding the installation of the “Antenna Facilities” on the church’s property 
at 2277 Rosecrans Street, San Diego (the “Church Property”).   From the date we signed the Lease, the 
Rock Church and Academy has fully cooperated with T-Mobile.  Sadly, we cannot say that T-Mobile has 
fully cooperated with us.  This has led us to conclude that we must suspend our performance under the 
Lease.  Please be advised that neither T-Mobile nor any of its contractors or representatives will be 
allowed to enter the Church Property for any purpose related to the further installation or activation 
of the Antenna Facilities, from and after the date of this letter.   
 

Background 
 
 As the Antenna Facilities became visible in the late fall/early winter of last year, parents of students 
at the Academy and members of the Rock Church began raising concerns with the Rock Academy Head of 
Schools, Chuck Leslie, and with other members of the leadership team.  The Rock Church hosts upwards 
of 15,000 worshippers each Sunday at its church locations across San Diego County and the Rock Academy 
has over 550 students enrolled full-time. It was inevitable that a large number of people would notice the 
construction work.    
 

We tried to address those concerns directly with you.  Starting back in mid-December, our general 
counsel, Brandon Willenberg, brought these concerns to the attention of Ms. Deirdre Ransavage, T-
Mobile’s Manager, Engineering Development, who has been our contact for the project.  Mr. Willenberg 
specifically identified the school setback requirements as a concern.  In doing so, Mr. Willenberg noted that 
the Church Property houses not only the Rock Church’s main campus, but also the Rock Academy for 
grades K-12 and the Early Education Center (EEC), which houses children as young as twelve months old.   
Ms. Ransavage responded by insisting that T-Mobile was not bound by these requirements and asserting 
that T-Mobile met those requirements anyway.  In so doing, Ms. Ransavage supplied a map which showed 
two other schools in the vicinity.  She did not address the presence of the Rock Academy and Early 
Education Center on the Church Property itself.   

 
 As the exchange carried on into the first two months of this year, Mr. Willenberg kept asking T-
Mobile for, among other things, a designated contact who could answer questions from the community.  
After months of repeated such requests, Mr. Tyler Gentry of T-Mobile effectively dismissed our concerns 
by pointing to generic information about wireless technology and concluding in an email: “We have 
found engaging in further dialogue on the matter not to be particularly helpful….” Mr. Gentry further 
stated that further contact by our church members with T-Mobile would be pointless, as “we'll be pushing 
them back your way as the church's representative.”     
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 Mr. Gentry also made clear that T-Mobile was not interested in meeting with the Rock Church 
and Academy’s representatives to discuss any of a series of possible resolutions, noting, among other 
things, that T-Mobile had spent “years” on this project.  The Lease was entered into less than a year ago.   
 

Non-Performance is Justified 
 
 We do not take this decision lightly.  As a ministry dedicated to bringing the gospel of Jesus 
Christ to the lives of our 15,000+ parishioners and to the world in which we live, we carefully consider 
how our words and actions conform to Biblical teachings.  Having concluded that further discussion with 
T-Mobile’s designated representatives would not be fruitful, we consulted with our outside counsel. With 
prayer and reflection, we considered our options with our Board of Trustees, which includes senior 
pastors at two other prominent churches, to make sure that our actions were not just legally defensible, 
but also moral and in line with our values.    
 
 Having gone through that process, we believe that our actions are both morally and legally 
justified.  It is not our intention to lay out all of the grounds on which we have based our actions in this 
letter.  But we would draw your attention to the City of San Diego’s 100-foot setback rule for, among 
other things, schools.  T-Mobile’s response – that it is not bound by, but already meets this requirement, 
ignores that there are two schools on the Church Property. We cannot permit further implementation of 
this unlawful action. Accordingly, we have decided to suspend performance under the lease agreement 
until we are able to meet in good faith with an executive-level representative of T-Mobile to discuss a 
mutually acceptable resolution. 
 

Our Solution 
 
 As the prophet Isaiah wrote, “Come now and let us reason together.” We recognize T-Mobile has 
devoted a lot of effort and no small expense to bring the Antenna Facility to this point.  We ask you to 
recognize that we represent a large and diverse community with genuine concerns for the well-being of 
our children, our community and the well-being of the Rock Church and Academy itself.  As people of 
faith, we do not seek to gain an advantage, but to reach a resolution that is fair to all concerned.   
 
 Towards that end, we invite you to meet with us at any location within San Diego County of your 
choosing.  Our Senior Pastor and Head of Schools (the undersigned) will be present and prepared to work 
with a fully authorized team from T-Mobile to reach such an accommodation.   
 
 We thank you for your consideration of the above.  Please contact any of the undersigned to arrange 
a time for us to meet.  
 
         
 

    Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    

Miles McPherson 
Senior Pastor 
San Diego Rock Church 

  Chuck Leslie 
Head of Schools 
San Diego Rock Academy 


